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More than 200 residents rallied outside 
Casino hospital recently to protest against 
the State Government’s decision to cut jobs 
in local hospitals.

 About 400 North Coast Area Health Service 
jobs are threatened, including nursing posi-
tions and essential cleaning and maintenance 
services. 

“In the Clarence Electorate alone,  we have 
the threat of losing 20 jobs in Casino, 90 in 
Lismore, 35 in Grafton, and seven in Maclean,” 
rally organiser and Member for Clarence Steve 
Cansdell said.

“In Parliament the other day, Premier Rees 
said that there would be no clinical job losses, 
then he had to amend that to say no permanent 
jobs would be lost.

“In other words, they are targetting casuals. 
Without casuals, you don’t fill a roster; without 
a roster, you close a ward. It’s as simple as 
that.” 

Richmond Valley mayor Col Sullivan and 
Gerard Kriss, husband of Dr Rosie Kriss, of 
Coraki, also spoke to the rally, on November 
30, and expressed their concerns over the job 
cuts and the potential negative impact on local 
hospitals. 

With the hospital system already under 
strain and with staff already experiencing 
high stress levels, the announced job cuts have 
angered many workers.

A Hospital Auxilliaries of NSW spokesperson 
who attended the rally said not enough money 
was available for hospitals now and auxilliary 
volunteers had already raised $7.6 million this 
year to support the hospital system. “If the 
Government gets its way and the hospital system 
worsens, auxilliary volunteers will have to work 
even harder to raise funds,” she said.

Casino resident Donna Adams, who has 
worked in the hospital system for many years, 
said the hospital-system public services hade 
been slowly deteriorating.

< “It’s difficult now to get a bed in Casino 
hospital,” she said. “More people are going 
to Lismore Base and they are already 
over-innundated.”

Mr Cansdell said that he had already 
received complaints from hospital patients 
about waiting times in emergency departments 
and many complaints from hospital staff about 
high stress levels and workloads being doubled.

He said a recent decision at Maclean hospital 
to cut the pay clerk’s job meant that nurses 
were filling out their own pay rosters and had 
less time to look after patients. 

“Our health system is stretched to the limit 
now, we can’t afford any more job losses or 
bed closures,” Mr Cansdell said.

Mr Cansdell said that at a similar protest 
rally held in Maclean recently, a hospital reg-
istrar broke his privacy contract and addressed 
the rally to say that there was talk of cutting in 
half the pay of doctors who work on weekends. 

Mr Cansdell said many doctors were con-
sidering relocating to Queensland where 
the health system was better supported by 
government.

“We can’t get enough doctors now,” Mr 
Cansdell said. “If the Government goes ahead 
with these cuts, and someone has a heart attack 
and can’t get a doctor, there’s every chance 
they could die unnecessarily.”

Mr Cansdell believes the government should 
target middle management for job cuts, not 
front-line service jobs such as part-time clean-
ing and maintenance jobs. He is concerned that 
if hospitals aren’t cleaned properly, the situa-
tion will only get worse.

 “There was an outbreak of golden staph in 
Coffs Harbour recently and they had to shut a 
ward to clean it up,” Mr Cansdell said. “One 
of the nurses told me that patients are being 
forced out of hospitals and back into their 
homes. They are taking the golden staph back 
into the community instead of it being con-
tained in the hospital system.”

Mr Cansdell said the protest was organised 

to empower residents and give them a chance 
to vent their frustrations through the rally.

 “People have been signing petitions here, 
at the rally and in town,” he said. “We’ll send 
them to the Premier to give the message that 
‘no means no’. 

“We need to keep putting pressure on the 
State Government to reconsider its decision 
and keep the money in the health-care system. 
If we don’t do anything, we definitely won’t 
change anything.”

Similar rallies were held that weekend at 
Lismore, Grafton and Maclean.
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Residents rally against hospital cuts

The State Member for Clarence, Steve Cansdell, addresses the Casino rally.

Richmond Valley mayor Col 
Sullivan voices his support for 
Far North Coast hospitals. �W




