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The campaign for a Bendigo 
Bank branch at Woodburn must 
attract the support of about 300 
people and about $650,000 capital 
for the proposal to go ahead.

The 14-member Mid-Richmond 
District Community Bank® Steering 
Committee held its first meeting on 
December 9 and will coordinate the 
awareness and pledge campaign and 
help the community work towards 
opening its own bank branch.

Academic Dr Rod Sims was 
appointed committee chairman. 
Other committee members, from 
across the district, are Joan Roots, 
Ray Jeffery, Barb Jeffery, Daniel 
Simpson, Richard Crapp, Rob 
Duncan, Adam Blunn, Kim Bell, 
Diane Waddell, Roger Wood, Robyne 
Wood, John Don, and Norm Veigel.

Dr Sims said formation of the 
committee represented an important 
stage in the campaign.

“A Community Bank® branch 
for the Mid-Richmond District is an 
exciting prospect,” he said.

< “Now that our committee has been 
formed, the community can look 
forward to moving on to the next step 
– the pledge campaign.

“As part of the pledge campaign, 
we will call on the community to 
make pledges of financial support. 
This issue of The Richmond River 
Sun has a full-page display with 
details of those committee members 
who will be able to supply pledge 
forms and further information. 

“Pledge forms and information 
sheets will also be available from 
Woodburn Pharmacy and LJ Hooker 
Woodburn and LJ Hooker Evans 
Head.

“While the process to open a 
Community Bank® branch will not 
be easy, it will be a rewarding experi-
ence for all involved.

“Once our branch is open, branch 
profits will be returned directly to 
community organisations and paid to 
local shareholders as dividends.

“As the bank branch will be local-
ly owned and operated, the com-
munity will decide where we spend 
our share of the profits – whether it’s 

supporting local students, building 
local infrastructure or funding local 
community organisations.

“We can be part of this success 
story and I urge everyone to stay 
tuned for more information on the 
next stage of our campaign.”

Bendigo Bank senior community 
enterprise manager Darren Cahill 
said before the launching of the cam-
paign that the Woodburn or ‘Mid 
Richmond District’ Community 
Bank® would be a franchise of 
Bendigo Bank, whereby a portion of 
the profits would go back to the local 
community and local shareholders.

 The branch would look and feel 
like any other Bendigo Bank and 
importantly would have the full 
product and service range of any 
fully licensed bank.

“The broad parameters for a 
Community Bank®  branch are that 
we are looking for local people to 
‘pledge’ support by way of indicating 
how many shares they would look 
to purchase when a prospectus is 
launched.

“We set targets for not only the 
capital to raise but also and more 
importantly, the number of people 
who pledge. We will be looking 
for the ‘Mid Richmond District’ 
Community Bank® company formed 
as a result of our campaign to raise 
about $650,000 in capital from at 
least 300 people.

“Once these targets have been 
reached, it is then a requirement to 
have a feasibility survey undertaken 
to ensure that there are sufficient lev-
els of banking business in our district 
to make the branch viable long term.

“Once the pledge process and fea-
sibility survey show good results, 
our community, in consultation with 
Bendigo Bank, forms a community 
company and issues a prospectus to 
raise our share capital and open our 
Community Bank® branch.”

Contact: Rod Sims on 6682 2023.
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A bid to get Richmond Valley 
Council (RVC) to reverse its deci-
sion to end the lease on the Oak 
Street Arcade toilets, at Evans 
Head, failed at its November 
meeting.

It voted on a motion that ‘council 
adhere to its decision to relinquish 
the lease of the toilets, at the rear of 
the Oak Street arcade, improve the 
current signage and not provide addi-
tional facilities in the Evans Head 
CBD at this stage’.

The motion was carried on the 
casting vote of mayor Col Sullivan. 
Other supporters were Cr Charlie 
Cox, Cr Robert Mustow and Cr Owen 
Crawford. Those against were Cr 
Stuart George, Cr Ray Jeffery, Cr 
Donella Kinnish and Cr Stephen 
Morrissey. Deputy mayor Cr Shirley 
Wheatley was absent.

Council heard that the annual cost 
to lease, clean and maintain the toi-
lets was $22,400 a year, in compari-
son to a total cost of about $27,000 
to maintain the toilets at Razorback 
Lookout, Shark Bay, Kalimna Park, 
Old Boat Ramp, New Boat Ramp and 
Airforce Beach.

Council also considered the toilet 
availability in the CBD at Casino 
where, following the closure of the 
toilets at the old Council Chambers, it 
now only provides toilets at the Civic 
Hall to cover all of the CBD area.

It heard that most people using the 
Casino toilets travelled more than 
100 metres, which was the distance 
required to be travelled by Evans 
Head people to use the toilets next to 
the Kiosk and/or the library.

Oak Street shop owner Samantha 
Elley presented a petition with about 
200 signatures calling for council 

< to reconsider its decision and spoke 
during the council meeting’s public-
access session.

Mrs Elley cited recent incidences 
of pregnant women, young mothers 
with toddlers, elderly women and 
local amputees having difficulty in 
walking the distance from the mid-
dle of Oak Street to the library or the 
Kiosk toilets.

In summarising her speech, Mrs 
Elley said she did not see why Evans 
Head was always compared to 
Casino when there was a need to be 
addressed.

“We are two completely different 
towns,” she said. “They are rural and 
we are coastal tourist town. Different 
needs call for different measures. 

“It’s stated in the business papers 
that the population of Casino is 
11,000 and Evans Head is 3000, so 
why should we have more toilets than 
them. In peak tourist seasons, our 
population is just as high. In holi-
day season, a higher concentration 
of public conveniences is definitely 
needed.

“If there is an issue in Casino with 
public toilets, then why not look at 
helping them out as well? If council 
wants to save money on the toilets, 
why not close the library ones to the 
public and open the Oak Street arcade 
toilets again where they are central to 
where people go, rather than way up 
the other end of the street?

“Signage is pathetic. Keep the ones 
on Woodburn Street, but perhaps put 
how many metres the toilets are away. 
Also put signs in the centre of Oak 
Street, also showing the distance to 
the toilets. 

“In summary, I had hoped that the 
new council would have more com-
mon sense than the previous council 
... we were nearly there.”

No flush of success 
over toilets

Bank plan needs 300 
people and $650,000

Steering committee members, from left, Rob Duncan, chairman Dr Rod 
Sims, John Don, secretary Diane Waddell, publicity officer Joan Roots, 
Robyne Wood, Roger Wood and Ray Jeffery. Treasurer Daniel Simpson 
was absent.




