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Paul Shaw

Richmond Valley Council (RVC) will spend 
between $1.5 million and $1.8 million build-
ing its new Evans Head depot, according to its 
general manager, Brian Wilkinson.

At its meeting on November 18, RVC granted 
development approval for the depot to be built 
on a site next to the RVC waste-transfer station 
and sewage treatment plant, on Broadwater-
Evans Head Road.

Relocation of the depot from its site beside 
the Evans Head Memorial Aerodrome will 
allow decontamination to begin in preparation 
for the site’s inclusion in a 10-hectare parcel of 
land earmarked for development as a retirement 
village and nursing home, or airpark.

The new council depot will include: A water 
and sewerage area; concrete construction area; 
electrician’s workshop; parks and gardens area; 
road construction crew area which includes a 
multi-purpose workshop; staff amenities; main 
store; car park area; plant storage area; stock-
pile bays (five) and chemical storage for petrol/ 
thinners (300 L), kerosene/turpentine (400 L), 
oil (2500 L) and paint (400 L).

Mr Wilkinson said: “At this time council 
has not received a development application 
for the proposed aged-care site at Evans Head 

<
Memorial Aerodrome.

“As has been advised on a number of occa-
sions Council has not yet negotiated a sale price 
for land. The amounts in the current budget in 
that regard are therefore not specific.” 

Dr Richard Gates, the president of the Evans 
Head Memorial Aerodrome Committee, said 
council’s recent business papers show it planned 
to sell aerodrome land for $1.5 million, well 
below market value.   

“Council has to pay about $2.8 million for 
contamination clean-up of its depot site and at 
least $1 million to move the depot to accommo-
date a proposed retirement village,” Dr Gates 
said.  “On top of that is the cost of the contami-
nation assessment at about $1 million.  

“Ratepayers will fork out at least $5 million 
for a $1.5 million return from the sale of the 
land.  That’s a subsidy of half a year’s rates or 
more than $11,000 for each person who will 
move into the proposed retirement village 
complex.

“Mayor Col Sullivan has been quoted as 
saying it’s a ‘waste of resources’ to put the 10 
ha at the aerodrome out to public tender, yet 
under the Local Government Act council is 
supposed to ‘effectively account for and man-
age the assets for which it is responsible’.   

“Sullivan was at the helm when council 
agreed behind closed doors to sell off 120 ha 

of the Casino Aerodrome and terminal build-
ing, worth $800,000, for $660,000, interest 
free.  “Once the contract was finalised it was 
revalued at more than three times the sell-
ing price.  And our reward for this private 
subsidy was an above-cap rate increase while 
the directors of the purchasing company were 
paid directors’ fees.”  

Dr Gates said, not only was council plan-
ning to sell the land at ratepayers’ expense, but 
it was also sentencing the aerodrome to death 
by a thousand cuts, a process it started some 
years ago when it sold off land without the 
permission of the Australian Government.

Dr Gates said: “Did they put any of the 
millions they made back into the aerodrome 
and aviation?  No, all they did was tell us the 
aerodrome was costing us, when in fact the 
aerodrome cost virtually nothing 

“Make no mistake, the retirement home 
is a Trojan horse for future housing develop-
ment while aviation industry employment and 
apprenticeships for our young people will be 
lost.  The tragedy is your council is making 
you pay for this. 

“It is time to separate out our real need 
for nursing home beds, something which has 
always been needed, from a retirement vil-
lage which we don’t need on aerodrome land.  
“There are other places at Evans Head which 

could easily accommodate 55 nursing home 
beds while the aerodrome could be used for 
its intended purpose, aviation, to the benefit of 
the community, and at no cost to us. 

“It is time for an independent inquiry into 
the Evans Head Memorial Aerodrome.”

In relation to an item at the October council 
meeting dealing with a proposal to develop 
a residential airpark at the aerodrome, Cr 
Donella Kinnish asked several questions in 
writing.

They included: What is the status of the 
land that was originally designated, and a DA 
was granted upon, for an aged-care facility on 
Currajong Street, Evans Head? How much of 
this 7.63-hectare site is owned by Richmond 
Valley Council? How much of this land is 
owned by Crown Lands?

At the November meeting, RVC Director 
Environmental Development Services Ken 
Exley advised that the land referred to was 
vacant Crown Land and subject to a native 
title claim. 

He said RVC owned 1.79 hectares of the 
7.63-hectare site and Crown Lands about 5.7 
hectares.

The land did not form part of the land 
acquired by the Commonwealth on April 1, 
1937. The land at the time was set aside for 
residential housing.

Liina Flynn

What would you do if your property was set 
on fire and you felt threatened by increasing 
violence and vandalism?

Donna and Peter Adams rang their local MP, 
Steve Cansdell, for advice, then embarked on a 
mission to bring a Neighbourhood Watch scheme 
to the Casino area. 

Neighbourhood Watch is a community polic-
ing initiative which aims to return empower-
ment to communities. Successfully introduced 
into Grafton earlier this year, and with more 
than 800 members in the Tweed Heads area, 
Neighbourhood Watch in Casino is growing. 

Since an initial meeting in August, more 
than 230 Casino residents have registered to be 
involved in the initiative, with Donna and Peter 
Adams taking on the organising roles of enlisting 
the ongoing support of the wider community. 

“In the first stage, we petitioned for support 
and lots of distraught people rang us up to talk 
about crimes committed against them,” Mrs 
Adams said. “We’re into Stage 2 now and have 
divided the Casino area into 80 divisions and are 
looking for more people to become area coordi-
nators and street coordinators in each division,” 
she said. 

As a community policing initiative, 
Neighbourhood Watch can teach people how to 
correctly report a crime and help to reduce crime 
by assisting police to respond more quickly to 
crime incidents. “We’ve had incidents of bins 
being set on fire in one area, and by the time 
they are reported, the criminals have moved on 
to other areas and set more bins on fire.” Mrs 
Adams said. 

“People have expressed grievances that the 
police don’t respond to crimes right away, but the 
Government has no money for more police,” Mr 
Cansdell said.

He believes that truancy, boredom, misunder-
standing and isolation are contributing factors to 
the increasing antisocial behaviour in our coun-
try towns. “We need long-term solutions to break 
a lifetime of problems,” Mr Cansdell said. 

Aboriginal assistant area coordinator William 
Walker called a recent meeting to encourage the 
Aboriginal community to join Neighbourhood 
Watch and to educate more people about what 
they can do to help prevent crime. 

“Many people don’t know how to report a 
crime, or think that they’ll be a dobber if they 
speak up,” Mrs Adams said. “In Neighbourhood 
Watch you are not acting as a sole entity. You are 
one of a group of people reporting an offence 
and have the support of a group who’ll look out 
for you.” 

Youth Watch is another initiative by 
Neighbourhood Watch organisers. It aims to 

< teach young people what to do if they see a 
crime happen. “Many kids don’t feel safe on the 
street and they don’t want the crime either,” Mrs 
Adams said. “We tell kids not to get involved, 
take down as much information as they can, then 
report it.”

Other crime prevention activities which can 
be coordinated by Neighbourhood Watch and 
police include engraving children’s bikes with 
their parents’ driver’s licence numbers during 
lunchtime at school.

“Many bikes are stolen as an easy ride home 
and are later handed in to the police station,” 
Mr Cansdell said. “If they can be tracked and 
returned, then that’s a positive result.”

Casino Neighbourhood Watch has formed 
a steering panel and is applying to become an 
incorporated not-for-profit organisation.

“Hopefully this will be finalised before 
Christmas so we can legally run raffles to raise 
money to fund the scheme,” Mrs Adams said.

Any new ideas or offers of support for 
Neighbourhood Watch will be welcomed. 
Activities needing support include producing 
newsletters, conducting mail-outs, cooking, 
fund-raising and sponsoring signs to put on 
people’s houses.  Local Aboriginal artist Graeme 
Walker recently donated his original artwork to 
be used on Neighbourhood Watch letterheads 
and paperwork. 

Donna Adams is optimistic about the future 
of Neighbourhood Watch in reducing crime in 
her local area. “If people know that the com-
munity stands together in watching for criminal 
behaviour, they will be less likely to com-
mit crime,” Mrs Adams said. “Neighbourhood 
Watch is growing and over Christmas we will 
be watching.”

If you would like to be involved in 
Neighbourhood Watch, you can contact area 
coordinator Donna Adams on 6662 5315.

Penny Kempler

King’s College, Cambridge, Britain, first 
started a service of nine lessons and carols 
in 1918, when it was decided a more imagi-
native style of worship was needed.

Since then it has become a popular world-
wide celebration of Christmas.

In the best tradition of King’s College, St 
Andrew’s Anglican Choir and St Carthage’s 
Cathedral Choir, from Lismore,  join forces 
each year to present a service of nine les-
sons and carols, annually alternating serv-
ices between the Catholic Cathedral and St 
Andrew’s, in Lismore, as well as taking it to 
areas such as Ballina and Mullumbimby.

The service always starts with the carol, 
‘Once in Royal David’s City’ and then covers 
a range of traditional carols as well as some 
more contemporary works. There is some con-
gregational involvement in the singing.

Since 1982, each year King’s College has 
commissioned a special new work for inclusion 
in the service and this has resulted in some 
delectable new Christmas music.

< Locally, the music is selected and the choirs 
prepared by music director and organist Warren 
Whitney.

In 2008 Nine Lessons and Carols will be 
presented by the combined choirs on:

Friday, December 19, 7.30pm St Mary’s 
Anglican Church, Norton Street, Ballina

Sunday, December 21, 7.30pm St Andrew’s 
Anglican Church, Zadoc Street, Lismore

Tuesday, December 23, 7.30pm St Martin’s 
Anglican Church, Mullumbimby.

Other Christmas services will be performed 
by St Andrew’s Choir on: 

Sunday, December 7, 2 pm Ballina Uniting 
Church, a concert of music for Christmas with 
Alstonville Chorale.

Sunday, December 7, 8 pm carols Bexhill 
Church of the Good Shepherd.

Wednesday, December 24, 8 pm carol serv-
ice, Bexhill Church of the Good Shepherd

Thursday, December 25, 7.30 am Christmas 
service, St Andrew’s Anglican Church 
Lismore

We’d love you to join us at any of these 
services.

Casino Neighbourhood 
Watch is growing

Casino Neighbourhood Watch coordinator 
Donna Adams and son Nick.

New depot may cost $1.8 million

Nine lessons and carols
St Andrew’s Anglican Choir.
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