
Steve Adler, left, and Graham 
Brown, both of Mid-Richmond 

Plumbers and Suppliers, accept 
the Master Plumbers Association 

of NSW 2008 Award for 
Excellence in Occupational Health 
and Safety last month. The award 

recognised the business for its 
edge-protection system which 

provides a safe work environment 
when replacing roofing. The 

system has been particularly 
successful following last year’s 

devastating hail storms in the 
Lismore district.   The Plumbing 

Industry Guide to Safety, is 
a handbook available free of 

charge, by calling (02) 8272 2611 
or emailing enquiries@provisual.

com.au .
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Shop 8 Kwong Sing Arcade, 96 Barker St, Casino 
Phone Sue 0448 350 064 or Angela 0429 621 920

Gaynor Minden Pointe Shoes 
NOW AVAILABLE

Charliemartins Dancewear 
& Accessories

We stock a full range of jazz, tap 
& ballet shoes.

We make performance costumes for both 
solo or troupes.

Retail stockist for Eclipse Textiles, 
come in and view the range

TAYLOR 
MADE
FRAMES & 
DESIGN
Picture Framing, Custom 
Design Including Sports 
Memorabila, Jerseys, 
Caps etc

Prints, Posters, Mirrors

Phone Dennis Taylor for 
an appointment 
0402 079 924 Evans Head

Woodburn-Evans Head 
RSL Sub-Branch

John Lenon

On Tuesday, October 28 a working bee of 
about 10 sub-branch members, Sergeant Paul 
(Lennie) Pascoe and his three RAAF men 
trimmed the trees in front of the club’s gar-
dens and cleared up all the rubbish.  Thank 
you to all who participated in the clean-up.

On Wednesday, October 29 we had two guests, 
Dr Richard Gates and Steve Cselka, who are 
both on the Board of Directors and came along 
to observe our end-of-month meetings.  I hope 
they went away with a good insight into the sub-
branch and its workings.

Doug Voltz received his sub-branch badge and 
membership card from the president.  We also 
had another guest, Tom Barnsley who is the state 
coordinator for the RSL Day Care Clubs, and 
they are trying to get one started at Evans Head.  
It is run by volunteers (as usual) with support 
from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) 
and the RSL.  Day clubs are a social program for 
the older people, from the ex-service personnel 
and the rest of the community.

On Wednesday night,  November 5 a group 
of 16 coffee club sub-branch members travelled 
by Kirkland’s Bus Service to Ballina RSL Club 
for its Remembrance Day Dinner and a few 
from Byron Bay RSL attended.  We had a talk 
by retired Navy Commander Rod Fayle on his 
career and also by Brigadier Brian Pezzutti and 
we were entertained for about an hour by Ray 
Essery – a terrific show and one not to be missed 
if you ever get the chance to see him perform.

We had prawns, crabs, and Balmain bugs for 
starters followed by a hot meal and dessert.  It 
was a great night enjoyed by all, so many thanks 
to the Ballina RSL for inviting us.

On Tuesday, November 11, Remembrance Day, 
we had quite a good roll up of Woodburn-Evans 
Head RSL Sub-branch members, the RAAF 
Range Personnel and about a dozen men and one 
woman from the Amberley 382 Expeditionary 
Combat Support Squadron in attendance.

The proceedings were handled once again by 

< our suave gentleman and former Navy Bosun, 
Keith (Sambo) Saville, and many lovely wreaths 
were laid by a range of organisations. The cer-
emony was watched by about 20 spectators.  We 
thank those people who took the time out to 
attend and pay their respects to all involved in 
conflicts who did not return home to Australia.  
We hope that the 382 ECSS RAAF members 
enjoyed their time at the club.

There were two birthdays on Remembrance 
Day, those of our Councillor Ray Jeffery who 
wasn’t at the club on the day, and our El 
Presidento Darryl Pobje.  Keith Staff, our vice-
president, made the announcement amid the 
usual catcalls etc and Darryl got a few kisses 
from the women and then nearly fell off his chair 
when one of the 382 Squadron RAAF members 
gave him a big hug and kiss, to the amusement 
of the crowd.

On Wednesday, November 12, our secretary, 
John Saunders, presided over the meeting as 
Darryl was probably still suffering a big hango-
ver and Staffie probably lent his a hand in doing 
it.  John presented RAAF Sergeant Paul (Lennie) 
Pascoe with his RSL badge and membership 
card.

On Thursday morning, November 13, Keith 
Ford, Graham Newman and self went to the 
work shed and were shown how to operate the 
various tools by Linden Sly, from Sly Bros 
Timber.  Many thanks, Linden, for giving our 
workers a great lesson on all the tools’ uses and 
operations. 

On Wednesday, November 19 Flt-Lt Phil 
Townsend received his RSL sub-branch badge 
from the president.

As this is the last report for 2008, the sub-
branch wishes everyone a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year.  Thank you to Maria Walsh, 
of The Sun, and Donna, at the Neighbourhood 
Centre, for their help this year.  Last, but cer-
tainly not least, we wish Roz Fischer, of the 
Living Museum, all our love and support in her 
time of illness.

Cheers until next year, John Lenon

David Parkinson

Streamlining of the New Italy Museum 
will see the Driver Reviver counter moving to 
make way for a souvenir shop to open. 

Mrs Dorothea Sawatzki, Driver Reviver coor-
dinator, said changes to the management plan 
for the museum had suggested the improvements 
would benefit all sections of the complex. 

Driver Reviver hopes to build its new counter 
with the support of the parent committee that 
oversees the complex’s operation.

Dorothea said a concrete slab and walls 
would be provided by the museum while Driver 
Reviver volunteers would help to complete the 
internal fit out.

“We are looking for people to give us a hand 
to complete the move so we can be operational 
by the Christmas holidays,” she said.

“Anybody with a bit of time on their hands 
and knowledge of building things will help us 
enormously.

“Our organising committee is getting a bit 
long in the tooth for heavy manual work but is 
willing to gofer for anybody handy with a ham-
mer and nails.”

The site chosen for Driver Reviver is between 
the museum and the Gurragai Arts and Craft 
shop. It will front the grass strip next to the rest 
stop and eventually have shade cloth over the 
tables provided for the travellers who stop.

Mrs Sawatzki said that since starting in 1995 
more than 300,000 cups of tea and coffee had 
been provided to the travelling public.

“It’s been a fantastic response and shows how 

<

important is the service we provide. I am quite 
sure in my own mind that the work our volun-
teers do has been a major contributor to keeping 
the road toll down on the Pacific Highway.

“But right now we need help in getting the 
new structure up and running and I am quite 
sure there are people out there ready to give us 
a hand.

“Call me, please, on 6682 2476 and I will fill 
you in on what we need.”

RAAF Amberley 382 Expeditionary Combat Support Squadron members and Evans Head range 
personnel at the Remembrance Day ceremony. Picture: John Lenon.

New Italy Driver Reviver to relocate

Driver Reviver coordinator Dorothea Sawatzki 
and committee member Joan Smedley present 
Margaret Hall with her prize after she won a 
fund-raising raffle to assist moving the New 
Italy Driver Reviver to its new site.

Janelle Saffin

The historic first meeting of the Australian 
Council of Local Government (ACLG), on 
November 18, gave life to the spirit of the 
founders of our Federation.

They envisaged the creation of a Federation 
from the bottom up; from the great states and 
regional areas of Australia.

The Australian Council of Local Government, 
chaired by Federal Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development and Local Government 
Minister Anthony Albanese, lays the ground-
work for a new, equal and stronger partnership 
between the Commonwealth and local spheres 
of government.

We now have a framework to develop a more 
coherent planning reform agenda for nation 
building. Through this framework, we can 
improve service delivery that provides local 
solutions to local communities.

During my first year in office, I have worked 
to build a close relationship with the elected 
leaders and general managers of the five Local 
Government Areas in the Electorate of Page.

Ballina Shire mayor Cr Phil Silver, Clarence 
Valley mayor Cr Richie Williamson, Kyogle 
Shire mayor Cr Ross Brown, Lismore City 
mayor Cr Jenny Dowell and Richmond Valley 
deputy mayor Cr Shirley Wheatley made a 
great impression in Canberra, clearly advocat-
ing their communities’ priorities.

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd announced 
that a $300-million down payment on the 
Government’s Regional and Local Community 
Infrastructure Program was ready to be spent 
… now. 

This economic stimulus package, brought 
forward from the 2009-10 Budget, is an addi-
tional part of the Rudd Labor Government’s 
economic security strategy. 

The funding to local councils is for ready-
to-go projects such as upgrading local halls, 
libraries and sporting fields. These will create 
jobs, help sustain local communities and foster 
social inclusion.

The Prime Minister also announced that 
$8 million would be spent on a new Centre of 
Excellence for Local Government, likely to be 
based at an existing university.

At the meeting we had Cabinet ministers 
and backbenchers in direct discussions with 
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more than 400 mayors and shire presidents 
from almost every postcode in Australia. The 
venue may have been Parliament’s Great Hall, 
yet it had the atmosphere of a big town-hall 
meeting.

I also take this opportunity to say well 
done to Clarence Valley Council on winning 
two National Awards for Local Government, 
one for its Floodplain Project to revive water-
courses and wetlands and another for its Youth 
Summer Events Program.

This obviously was a tremendous effort by 
the whole of the council and Clarence Valley 
community, and all of us in Page can reflect in 
that glory. This success on the national stage 
demonstrates again that innovation and crea-
tivity resides in the regions, particularly our 
Northern Rivers.

The historic first meeting of the ACLG pro-
vides us with the opportunity to address issues 
of local importance and national significance, 
including Constitutional recognition of local 
government.  A smaller group of the ACLG 
will carry forward the work of the ACLG 
between the annual meetings with mayors and 
shire presidents.

Janelle Saffin MP, Federal Member for Page

An historic day for our Federation

From left, Ballina mayor Phil Silver, Clarence 
Valley mayor Richie Williamson, Federal 
Member for Page Janelle Saffin, Lismore 
mayor Jenny Dowell, Richmond Valley 
deputy mayor Shirley Wheatley and Kyogle 
mayor Ross Brown in Parliament House, 
Canberra.




