
More classic comments
Ed,
I totally agree and support Alex Smith’s com-

ments regarding the annual fishing classic at 
Evans Head. 

Alternatively, hold it in a different town each 
year or change it to November, not during the 
spawn.

Your quote (Gary Palmer): ‘Limit your kill, 
don’t kill your limit’.

Warren Clarke, Casino



Letters To The Editor

Disclaimer: This is an opportunity for 
community members to have a say. All letters 
are accepted and very little is censored. The 
letters do not reflect the views or opinions of 
the staff at the RRSun. All letters have names 
and addresses supplied and writers may elect 
to withhold their name - although this is not 
encouraged. Ed.  

Here’s your chance to be heard...
Write to: mariawalsh@iprimus.com.au
Shop 4/6 Oaks Arcade, 
Oak St, Evans Head 2473

Ruby Roberts

Ballina’s Australian Seabird Rescue (ASR) 
has launched a new program, ‘Make Turtles 
Count’, to identify and protect local turtle 
habitats, including nesting areas, and raise 
public awareness about turtles on the Far 
North Coast.

Turtles use the beach at this time of year 
to nest and lay their eggs, and it is important 
that they are not disturbed and that their nests 
remain intact. It is estimated that only one in 
1000 turtle hatchlings survives to breeding 
age, and sea turtle populations are plummeting 
around the world.

To add to the concerns of sea turtle biologists, 
sea turtles have a very long life cycle and do not 
reach sexual maturity until they are between 30 
years old and 50 years old.

Sea turtles nest at night above the high tide 
line in the sand dunes, but after the tide has 
washed away the distinctive tracks to and from 
the nest, its location can be difficult to identify 
and can easily be destroyed by human and ani-
mal disturbance.

Make Turtles Count was formed after ASR 
volunteers responded to a turtle nest found 
exposed only inches away from four-wheel-drive 
tracks in February this year.  Although about 
100 eggs were found, only 25 could be saved, 
and only 22 of the endangered Loggerhead tur-
tle hatchlings survived.

Sergio Jacomy, of Evans Head, is coordinat-
ing the monitoring program along beaches 
between the Clarence and the Richmond riv-
ers to identify and assess the threats to turtle 
nests. 

He is looking for volunteers in these areas to 
record and report sightings.

“If you are a local resident and you are 
already a beach walker, surfer or fishing enthu-
siast, I encourage you to contact me,” Sergio 
said.

“I’ll provide you with a registration form 
and a working manual with details, photos 
and diagrams to help you correctly identify a 
nest. This is all done in your own time, with no 
commitment.”

By recording and publicising nest sites, the 
Make Turtles Count team hopes to protect tur-
tles as they hatch and take to the ocean.

If you see a turtle on the beach, it is best to 
ring ASR for advice before taking any action. 

Nesting turtles should not be disturbed.
In the past few weeks, ASR has received 

about one report a day of turtles on the beach. 
Most of these turtles have been between 12 
years and 16 years of age – too young to be 
nesting. Juvenile turtles only come on to the 
beach if they are very sick, and in most cases 
it is because they are suffering from ‘floating 
syndrome’, which is mostly caused by ingest-
ing plastic. These turtles often die or require 
months of care at ASR’s Ballina Sea Turtle 
Hospital.

“The rubbish doesn’t just sit under the water,” 
Sergio said, “It breaks into small pieces and is 
then ingested by wildlife. Nets and ropes entan-
gle birds and turtles, cutting off their circula-
tion and killing them.”

Sergio is well-known for the tonnes of rub-
bish he has dredged from the Evans River estu-
ary. A kayaking tour guide, he uses his kayaks 
to take teams out to clean up the river. A few 
months ago students from Nudgee College, 
Brisbane, joined Sergio and other ASR volun-
teers to remove more than 300 kilograms of 
rubbish from the river banks. Sergio continues 
to collect rubbish whenever he can.

“In the past week I have collected about 15 
40-litre bags full of rubbish from the riverbank, 
including abandoned nets and crab traps. One 

<

crab trap contained a trapped cormorant.”
Although he is diligent about cleaning up 

what he sees, he believes he is barely making a 
dent in the mass of submerged rubbish.

Mostly, Sergio finds plastic bags, bottles and 
cans from alcoholic drinks. He believes the 
litter is carelessly dumped, and comes into the 
river via street drains before making its way to 
the ocean. 

“Cleaning up is a big job, but people need to 
take responsibility for their actions and the way 
they dispose of rubbish,” he said.

To find out more about the program, call 
Sergio on 6682 6229. To find out more about 
sea turtles, or report a turtle or a suspected nest, 
call ASR on 6686 2852. You can also contact 
ASR and find out information by visiting the 
web site: www.seabirdrescue.org .

Make Turtles Count is supported by a 
$45,000 grant which came from the Federal 
Government and World Wildlife Fund, through 
the Threatened Species Network.

Make Turtles Count

Illustrated example showing stages of 
successful loggerhead (Caretta caretta) 
nesting, with emerging crawl (A); sand misted 
or thrown back over the emerging crawl (B); 
a secondary body pit and escarpment, with 
sand thrown in the vicinity (C); and returning 
crawl (D). (E) marks the high tide line.
Source:  IUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Specialist 
Group. Research and Management Techniques 
for the Conservation of Sea Turtles.  

Turtle tracks lead to a nest on a North Coast 
beach.

Local residents, beach walkers, 
surfers and fishing enthusiasts are 
being encouraged to volunteer.

Miriam McCartney

“Peace on Earth and goodwill to every-
body – even to the politically incorrect, to 
the vanquished ex-councillors and even to 
those that lock CBD toilets.” 

So said my Nanna. “But after Christmas 
and New Year? We’ll just see how they 
behave!”

She’s a self-appointed council watch-dog.
“Why?” I asked.
“Mim,” she answered. ”Once you put them 

in power, they have four years to mess around 
before they are brought to account in the elec-
tion booths. They need reminding along the 
way that we are the customers.”

I had actually meant ‘Nanna, why do you 
spend so much of your time stressing out over 
Council?’ so I proceeded to gently pursue this 
angle. 

We were chatting on the phone, myself in 
Sydney and Nanna where I would rather be, 
home in the Richmond Valley. 

“But why so much time?” I asked.
“That’s what your Grandfather keeps ask-

ing. I’m not really sure. I just know that I 
must help other people where I can. Just like 
SES and Bush Fire Brigade members. It’s 
instinctive. Of course, there’s a little glory to 
be had when they, what is it? When they do 
their thing. The uniforms, the flashing lights, 
the camaraderie. 

“But they have to, and so do I. And that, 
Mim, is precisely why you volunteer your time 
to the Richmond River Sun. Not to mention 
airfares to and from Sydney on occasion.”

She is correct of course. We are pro-
grammed to help each other. Instincts reaching 
back thousands of generations subconsciously 
say be kind to each other. A cynic would say 
it’s you scratch their back, they’ll scratch 
yours.

Of course there are people who are pro-
grammed to help only themselves whilst 
appearing to help others. Their self-help is 
generally of a financial and or glory-seeking 
nature.

Helping each other is also the reason that 
birds of a feather flock together. It’s why kit-
tens sleep in a heap – the comfort of touching 
or being near another of your own kind.

Sometimes it’s the comfort of one of anoth-
er kind. Consider a girl and her pony or a boy 
and his puppy.

That’s why most people who avail them-
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selves of the result of a volunteer’s efforts, 
like reading this newspaper, or drinking a 
cup at a driver-reviver station (the gold coin 
donation pays for the tea and milk, not the 
operators’ time), express their gratitude. They 
must. It’s instinctive because the roles could 
be reversed one day.

The directors of your club are volunteers. 
Even councillors are volunteers. Sure, their 
expenses are paid – why shouldn’t they be? 
They donate their time.

“You are a wise, Nanna,” I said to her as 
we continued our telephone conversation. “I 
think I now understand why I spend time and 
a little money on the Richmond Valley com-
munity. The instinct to help others. Although 
I do admit to the satisfaction of seeing my 
work published in The Sun.

“The big question is why are the council-
lors there, on council?”

Here she goes again, I thought. Like a blue 
heeler stalking an intruder. Protective, suspi-
cious. Well serves ’em right. She has 80 years 
experiencing the deeds of politicians of all 
types and colours. 

“Most members of the new Richmond 
Valley Council,” I countered, “Are there 
primarily for the benefit of their commu-
nity. However, according to Mum and Dad’s 
friends, Jimmy and Ernie, there are still three 
who, and I quote, are in it for the glory and 
their own benefit.”

“Mim, Jimmy and Ernie might be right. Six 
out of nine, OK? Perhaps. So far, so good. I 
want to see the performances of all of them 
next year. Especially the threesome.”

“I must go Nanna,” I said. “My next 
appointment has been waiting 10 minutes, and 
I can hear my secretary pacing up and down 
outside.”

“Goodbye, Mim. See you at home for 
Christmas.”

But I won’t see Nanna for Christmas. That 
was the last conversation the two of us will 
ever experience. Last week Nanna left us 
peacefully in her sleep. 

I will continue her good work. The six must 
prevail.

Peace on Earth and goodwill to everybody 
– even to the politically incorrect, to the van-
quished ex-councillors and even to those that 
lock CBD toilets. 

Miraim McCartney is the pen name cho-
sen by a veteran political commentator. The 
views she expresses here are not those of The 
Richmond River Sun.

Peace on Earth
Tez, 2008

No Santa, I’ve got the 
paper, I just want the seat!
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