The Evans Head Living Museum
and Community Technology Centre
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A great time to visit the museum

conferencing, $2600 + GST rent to Richmond
Valley Council plus bits. Time for usto put our
tin can out. How can we raise about $8000? :
BINGO, | hear and this is our big fund raiser. :
The Bowling Club generously makes available :
its premises for Monday and Thursday, starting :
on December 29 and finishing on Thursday, !
January 21 for usto run BINGO! Barry Tarver i
becomes our ‘backroom staff’ in organis- i
ing this fundraiser and the clearly articulated
numbers will come from Lil Colless who will
give that command ‘Eyes down’ sharp at 7 pm. :

| look out my window and it is pouring
rain whilel am writing this column —what a
wonder ful time to visit our local museum. It
is to be found on the old school site, behind
thelibrary and is open between 10 am and 2
pm, aslong asthere are volunteers.

In one building, you will find the Community
Technology Centre full of IT stuff where you
can read emails, surf the net (checking out
the weather forecast?), write letters, seek out
Federal Government and State Government
information for free or copy your photos to a
CD.

The other building contains the museum and
its current display on the Pioneers of Evans
Head. There are also displays that highlight
a wide spectrum of features of Evans Head.
Remember the bush fires? There are a col-
lection of photos, taken from the same spot,
showing the regeneration of the plants. An
excellent display on professional fishing isin
one corner.

Maybe the most striking aspect is the poten-
tial for adding to all the exhibits and, dear
reader, this is where you come in. If you are
not able to sit in front of a computer to seek out
bits on the displays, a few words of advice are
always valued.

We are a small community here at Evans
Head, so working together makes sense. From
January 2 to January 5, we will have a tent
out at the annual Evans Head Fly-In, at the
aerodrome. This event attracts aircraft and
their owners, who come in all sorts of shapes,
sizes and ages (this sentence has been carefully
constructed!) to meet at Evans Head. We help
out by providing a display and tent where you
can shelter from the rain or sun or just drop in
for abit of achat.

Soon to be available from the museum will
be the famous calendars produced over the past
couple of years by Rozzi Fischer. Each month
isillustrated by an old photo of Evans Head and
each day has plenty of space. So there is room
for us blokes to write in coming birthdays,
anniversaries etc. Just the sort of thing to hang
in the shed and keep peace in the house!

Every person and organisation has fixed
costs. Even if we don't open our doors, we are
up for about $3000 public liability insurance,
$1300 electricity, $2600 for our phone lines
to connect to the internet and provide video

CASINO RATEPAYERS:

President’s report

aready surfaced for the association to tackle :
in the near future, as well as the long-running :
sagas that are still hanging around, with the more
prominent new one being the apparent intention
of the State Government to drop its rate pegging
legidation, aproposal the mayor, we understand, :
isall in favour of. So | will leave it up to you to
guessthe consequencesif the decision eventuates

New president’sfirst report

For those who aren't familiar with me yet, my
nameis Darryl James.

At our annual general meeting in October
with a special resolution put before it to disband
the association (which fortunately for us was
overwhelmingly defeated) and with only one (1)
nomination having been received for all commit-
tee positions, to keep the association open and
ratepayers to have some avenue of communica-
tion with and ability to pressure the council when
required, as it has done effectively over the past
(and I think we are in for more of the same old
antics), | reservedly put my name forward to take
on the president’srole.

We eventually filled all postions, but with the
early resignation of the vice-president needing
some quick re-organising, the new committee
ended up comprising mysdf as president, Mr John
Murphy vice-president, Mrs Paula Horton treas-
urer, Mrs Lisa Russdll secretary and Brian James
and Barry Martin as committee members.

| am anticipating working with all of them
closely as a team, with them providing experi-
ence, knowledge and resolve to steer us through
any rough times.

Firstly, | would like to thank the paper for its
unbiased reporting of public issues and its sup-
port over the past period of time and further into
the future. Thank you for the opportunity to state
our position publicly and fairly on those issues.
We need all the help we can get.

There are some significant issues that have

Setting up starts at about 6 pm.

Looking forward to seeing you there and

hopefully hearing you call out — BINGO!
John Davies

Judy Saunders is just in front of an avalanche :
of documents, letters and photos from the
Museum Collection. A recent TV programme
showed the ‘backroom’ and the ‘backroom
staff’ at the British Museum who enjoyed :
the thrill of the chase in putting together the :
whole picture from scraps of information. This :
is our ‘backroom’ and Judy is our ‘backroom :
staff’. The only difference between the British
Museum and us is that Judy is not paid! If you i
enjoy a good detective novel, you probably i
have the main qualification to become a
member of our ‘backroom staff’ and help Judy
extract the whole story of Evans Head's past. :

Correspondence to 35
Hotham Street, Casino,
NSW 2470.

Phone: 6662 6906.
ABN: 56 504 460 036

(yes, it will be on again for young and old).

The proposed strategic plan in our term in
office involving the lower-river region of the i
council area is to work towards re-establishing
a closer relationship between the different areas
of the region and again building the trust and :
respect that strong, close relationshipsforge. This
is something which the council in the past has :
worked diligently to destroy, dividing the region :
and driving a wedge between us in order to :
conquer us. What we have to do, in my opinion, :
isto put the past behind us, re-establish that rela-
tionship and move forward on to a new brighter :

future for the good of our children.

As discussed in our last general meeting, next
meeting to be held 25 February 2009 - 6.30pm

at Casino RSM.

Contacts: Darryl James, 35 Hotham Strest, |
6662 6906; John Murphy, 77 Farley Street, 6662 :
1338; Lisa Russdll, 14 Short Street, 6662 5813;
Paul Horton, 2/1 Willow Street, 6662 5905; :
Brian James, 9 Clay Avenue, 6662 1037; Barry |

Martin, 29 Beith Street, 6662 1361.

Darryl James, President, Casino Ratepayers

and Residents Association Inc.

Council faces

From front page
The development was highly contentious

because of the environmentally sensitive nature
i of the land and the presence of culturally sig-

nificant objects and trees.

The road consent and the subdivision con-
sents had several express conditions about con-
sistency with the approved plans for overall
development and specific conditions addressing
lot creation, civil engineering, sediment control,
earthworks and the retention and destruction
of native fauna. The consent also contained
implied conditions concerning drainage, wild-

$35m lawsuit

life corridors, road widths and allotment size.

The defendants broadly contend that Iron
Gates deliberately failed to comply with the
requirements of the development approval and
the overall plan and could still have developed
theland had it been prepared to comply with the
provisions of the relevant NSW legidlation and
fresh planning approvals, even after the orders
made by Justice J Stein in 1997. The scale of
the case is huge with an estimated 50,000 pages
of documents to be scanned, estimated costs
before trial of $997,303 and a total estimated
cost of $1,408,886.

January predictions

ARIES: You have a

once in a lifetime chance

... to make a dream come

true, and/or to make a

fantastic new friend. The

people in your Contacts List can help you turn

dreamsinto reality. Don't be afraid to use your

connections. You have a new pressure load on

you and this is the best way to deal with it.

Lovewise, be prepared to make a sacrifice for
abedoved.

TAURUS: You have a

once in a lifetime chance

... to change your career,

your job, and/or your

professional aspirations. This sounds ‘big’ and

guess what? It is. But it's going to take a lot of

energy, so dig deep. Theclock isnow running —

you have six months to do something amazing

reyour professional life. Or you canjust quietly
maintain the status quo. Your call ...

GEMINI: You have a

once in a lifetime chance

... to open your mind to

something big, to change

your ideas, to travel, and/or to study. Think

enormous. This month offers you arare chance

to expand your ideas about what's possible.

No one can stop you now (not like before).

Travel is especially well-starred. Aim for

wider horizons. Allow control freak tendencies
you've developed recently to fall away.

CANCER: You have a

once in a lifetime chance

. to feel wanted and

secure. Positive change

is now possible re your sex life and your

finances. Oh yes. The recent economic turmoil

notwithstanding, you're the sign most likely to

be able to either bump and grind your cares

away, and/or to actually work out how to make

a buck while all about you are selling their
stocks off.

LEO: You have a once
in a lifetime chance ...
to fed the love. If you're
already attached, your

relationship can be more fun now. Romances
which have gone flat may be revived, but only
if they're meant to be. Single? Maybe not for
much longer. Serioudy. But before anything?
You have to get your old Leo pride and
sdlf-esteem back into top gear. Take yourself
serioudly.

VIRGO: You have a

once in a lifetime chance

... to really start to enjoy

your daily life. Virgos are

very often way too hard on themselves. If that

sounds like you, the heavens are urging you

to give yourself a break. Sure, maintain your

precious rhythms and routines. But also try

to allow yoursdf time out to actually enjoy

your days. Exercise will realy boost your
endorphins now.

For more in-depth info call 1900 ZODIAC (1900 963 422). Calls cost $1.15 per minute. Higher
from mobiles. For your extended monthly forecast, visit Yasmin's web site www.moonol ogy.com.
©Yasmin Boland. First Australian Print Rights Only

LIBRA: You have a

once in a lifetime chance

. re kids, creativity and

romance. How this plays

out for you depends a lot on your current
circumstances and what you want for yourself.
But just be aware that the heavens are offering
you an amazing chance to have a dream come
true in one of these areas. The catch: You have
to let go of fear, and any past disappointments.

SCORPIO: You have a

once in a lifetime chance

... to improve your living

circumstances, to change

your house, who you live with, and/or where

you call home. Fancy a big move? It's highly

achievable. You also have arare chance to take

something (someone) from your past that went

toxic, and release it from your very being. Yes,

that sounds dramatic, but guess what? It really
could be.

SAGITTARIUS: You
have a once in a lifetime
chance ... to get back to the
way you were always meant

to be, ie: poditive, optimistic and ever able to
look on the bright side. A dark period in your
life is now well and truly over. Go towards
the light! Go towards the light! If you've got
a problem with negative thoughts, this is the
month to start retraining your brain.

CAPRICORN:  You
have a once in a lifetime
chance ... to take over
the world, and pocket the

change. No kidding. What with Pluto in your
sign and Jupiter The Expander plusthe change-
making eclipse in your money box, Capricorns
are now well placed to take over. This is
not a dress rehearsal. Figure out where your
powers, desire and ambitions lie and go in that
direction! Be atruistic.

AQUARIUS: You have

aoncein a lifetime chance

no realy. Read that

again. You have a once in

a lifetime chance. To do

what? Just about anything. No kidding. Jupiter

into your sign and the eclipse means Aquarians

arein a position to make massive changes. All

you need to do is break with the past, where

you know it needs breaking with. Be strict with
yourself.

PISCES: You have a

once in a lifetime chance

... to tap into your famous

intuition. Don't be aPiscean

Of Little Faith. Believe that your inner voice

has important information for you, and start

to tap into it. Just listen for your hunches.

Recognise when it's fear talking. Take a deep

breath before you make big and little decisions.

Check in with yoursdf. You'll be awed by your
sengitivity/abilities.
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